
REMEMBERING SICK and INFIRM  FRIENDS  

We make special remembrance of all the sick 
including Dorothea [Father Bill’s sister] and Eddie 
Saul, Ron & Imelda Fuller, Irene Moore, Father 
Ben Lodge, CP, Eamon McManus, Nick 
DeCesare,   Mrs Jo Windsor, Mrs Betty Hawkins, 
Thomas Hawkins, Jim & Anne Bardon, Father 
Raymond, O.S.M., Harry Barron, Mrs Marion 
Nash, Mrs Janet Gate, Simon McLoughlin, Ruth 
Saul, AJ Gate, Mrs Phil Leech, Mrs Marion 
Frawley, MaryAnn Stewart, Michael Tucker, Maria 
Walsh, Bernard & Kay Barron, Mrs Ann Griffin, 
Mrs Ann Perry, Mrs Maggie Keane, Mrs Ann 
Cusack, Charles Carr, Marie & Eugene Farrelly, 
Margaret McNally, Denzil & Philomena Lincoln, Mr 
Raymond and Mrs Frances Samuel, Mr Sam 
Martin and all other parishioners and loved ones 
who bear illness and for those who care for them 
and  for all who have been bereaved. The sick are 
always prayed for, even if a name does not appear 
on the list. Please advise us when people recover, 
so that the newsletter may alter hopefully with 
good news.  
 

IF YOU ARE NEW TO OUR PARISH  

of Ss Peter & Paul 

please make yourself known to Father Bill M., 
O.S.M. & the Welcomers in the porch You are 
invited to take from the Church Porch a copy of the 
form for the census which is constantly being 
updated and if you would fill it in for confidential 
use of THE PARISH RECORDS and return to the 
basket provided or through the letterbox of Parish 
Priest’s house (Presbytery).  
This helps us know you are with us and so please fill in 
a PARISH CENSUS 2019 which will take 3 or 4 
minutes. Parishioners come and go BUT the Parish 
Priest continues to pray for all those resident in the 
Parish who are part of his “cure of souls” even if they 
seldom if ever pass through the door. You are dear to 
our Parish community just the same. Please put 
completed forms into the basket provided and you may 
complete the census in the church before or after Holy 
Mass. 

Help us out! Do it now, please? 
We don’t want to miss you out 

 

Good wishes to Simon and Vikki on their wedding 
taking place this week end in Hampshire and to 
parents Jane & John Eddison. 
 
 EASTER BLESSING OF THE HOMES.  A number 
of you asked to have your house blessed and we are 
now at the end of the Easter season. You could bless 
your home with the new Easter Water 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We’ve all seen the sign 
THINK BEFORE YOU PRINT! 

IT MIGHT BE A GOOD IDEA ALSO TO THINK 
BEFORE ONE SPEAKS! 

ONE CAN NOT EASILY TAKE IT BACK, ONCE 
SAID! 

 

Bath Catholic University Chaplaincy: 
Father Bill M., OSM [Bath Catholic University 
Chaplain] urges VIth Formers, who have recently 
been visiting open Days at various universities or 
who are about to go off to university/college soon, 
to make contact with the respective Catholic 
University Chaplain at their Universities and 
Colleges of choice! At least say hello to the 
Catholic University Chaplain even if only once so 
that he knows you exist! It will help the Chaplain to 
know you and might open up for you contact with a 
nice group of Catholic students to support your 
Faith and the work of the Bishop’s representative. 
 

Please make a big effort not to forget to switch 
off lights in the church and The Apostles’ Room – 
make sure that you know the buttons must be 
pressed to disconnect and not just pushed down 
which leaves them still operating and they will burn 
out - and especially in the facilities hidden from 
view i.e.  The Loo!  On a sunny day it is easy to 
miss lights still on! 
  

Don’t forget the Hungry in Bath. We have 
regular collections in the Parish from our box in the 
porch, which are faithfully delivered by Kay & 
Bernard to the Foodbank via Genesis. You may 
well be helping by donating at the supermarkets or 
elsewhere and if so, well done and god reward 
you! 
 

ANNIVERSARIES and LATELY DEAD  

We pray for the repose of the souls of all lately 

dead including, Victims of all Wars and terrible 
Violence in many places throughout the world & 
natural disasters and for those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time including 
Vincent O'Callaghan, Christina Charity, 
Antonia Tiani, Thomas Comminsky, Maeve 
Molly, William Hassett, John Stevens, Dunstan 
Harrison, Walter Hawel, Maureen Rafferty, Mary 
Minow, Robert Taylor, Michael Frawley, Helen 
Prince, Catherine Courtney, Mary Tucker, 
Josephine Kerr, Anne Rosewarne, Maeve 
O’Leary, Irena Baillie.   May they, together with 
all the Faithful Departed, our own loved ones, and 
the most forgotten Holy Souls have a full share in 
the Resurrection. 
 
 

Please make a big effort to keep the Parish 
costs low. Please switch off electric lights in the 
church especially lights in the Apostles’ Room and 
the Loo. Try to switch off the spotlights and 
floodlights which can be missed when there is 
good sunlight.. Be alert and help everyone. 
Thanks. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Times of Holy Mass & Services  

SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST 
HOLY TRINITY 

June is Dedicated to the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus 
16

TH
 JUNE 2019 (Year C) 

 

Holy Mass Saturday at 6.00pm (Vigil Mass of 
Sunday) and Sunday 10.00am.  No celebration of 
Holy Mass at The Ecumenical Chaplaincy Centre @ 
Bath Campus over the vacation unless announced. 

 catholic bath Our Parish has its own Facebook 
 page! Link above in our logo @  

 www.facebook.com/catholicbath?fref=ts.  
 

TRIINITY SUNDAY 
FULFILLING OUR EASTER DUTY TO 

CONFESS OUR SINS & TO BE 

RECONCILED 
 

HAPPY FATHERS’ DAY TO ALL THE DADS 
AND ALSO TO OUR SPIRITUAL FATHER 

Hope you all did something nice to honour 
them on their special day! 

 

For those of the 60’s era Shakin Stevens has 
nothing on us! In what colour do you think 

 the presbytery door is now painted? 
 

Day For Life 
Our Catholic Bishops Conference of England & 
Wales decided that the Day for Life will focus on 
those suffering or who have survived domestic 
abuse:  ‘The Scourge of Domestic Abuse’.   

This annual day in the Church’s year dedicated to 
celebrating the dignity of Life will this year focus on  
the theme: ‘The Scourge of Domestic Abuse’  
There will be a second collection here and 
hopefully in all parishes to support Day for Life.  
Proceeds will go to The Anscombe Bioethics 
Centre whose Director has spoken several times 
for Bath Catholic University Chaplaincy at the 
University of Bath  along with  other Church 
supported activities which promote and protect 
human life. Please pray for Day for Life.  Your 
prayers will make a difference 
www.dayforlife.org/donate 
 

Pope Francis, on the Sacrament of Confession 
& Reconciliation, says: - “Forgiveness of our sins 
is not something we can give ourselves. I cannot 
say: I forgive my sins. Forgiveness is asked for, is 
asked of another, and in Confession we ask for 
forgiveness from Jesus. Forgiveness is not the 
fruit of our own efforts but rather a gift; it is a gift of 
the Holy Spirit who fills us with the wellspring of 
mercy and of grace that flows unceasingly from 
the open heart of the Crucified and Risen Christ. 
Secondly, it reminds us that we can truly be at 
peace only if we allow ourselves to be reconciled, 
in the Lord Jesus, with the Father and with the 
brethren. And we have all felt this in our hearts, 
when we have gone to Confession with a soul 
weighed down and with a little sadness; and when 
we receive Jesus’ forgiveness we feel at peace, 
with that peace of soul which is so beautiful, and 
which only Jesus can give, only Him in the person 
of the priest.”  
 

Our First Communicants will make their First 
Confession in a simple service of 
Reconciliation on Saturday 28th JUNE 2019 at 
11.00am. All Children welcome to support them 
If you are asked to be a Prayer Partner please 
pray for them as they prepare at this time. 
 

If you wish to request Holy Mass to be offered 
when possible and convenient for the priest for 
some need of your own or for someone for whom 
you wish to pray there are intention envelopes 
available in the porch.. Private intentions are not 
offered by the Parish Priest at the w/e celebrations 
of the Vigil Mass or Sunday morning as he offers 
Holy Mass as his duty of care ‘pro populo’ for all in 
his parish. The envelope with offering may be put 
through the Presbytery letter box or handed to our 
Sacristan, Alison. 
Encourage the children to rake a last look at the 
Pentecost display by the organ, but remember the 
figures are not toys to be played with but a special 
treat to look at and enjoy. Did you spot what is 
different in the display this time?  Perhaps take 
your little ones to look at the end of Holy Mass. 
 

There are housebound parishioners and 
parishioners with no transport who would really 
appreciate being brought to Holy Mass on Sat 
evening/Sunday morning, even occasionally. 
Please let Father Bill O.S.M. know if you could 
help with this. 

 

Parish of 
Saint Peter & Saint Paul 

112 Entry Hill, Combe Down, 
Bath BA2 5LS 
 01225 832096 

e-mail: stspeterpaulbath@btinternet.com  
Parish Priest:  

Father Bill O.S.M. 
 

 
 

www.stspeterpaulbath.org.uk  
www.bath-catholics.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/catholicbath?fref=ts  
Diocese of Clifton: Registered Charity 

No.233977 
CLIFTON DIOCESE is a company 
limited by guarantee registered in 
England and Wales with number 

10462076.  
It is a registered charity with number 

1170168.  
Its registered office is at St Ambrose 

North Road Leigh Woods Bristol BS8 
3PW. 

http://www.facebook.com/catholicbath?fref=ts
http://www.dayforlife.org/donate
mailto:stspeterpaulbath@btinternet.com
file:///E:/ACTION/2015/www.stspeterpaulbath.org.uk
http://www.bath-catholics.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/catholicbath?fref=ts


Some say that nowadays they are more of 
a Christian and less of a Catholic. Are the two in fact 
opposites? Hardly! Being a Catholic has rarely been 
easy. But don’t you agree, it has fabulous rewards? 
 

The Holy Water Stoups at the doors of the church 
remind us to bless ourself as we enter recalling our 
entry into the communion of Faith at Baptism. Each 
home should have Holy Water. The Holy Water is of 
course without charge but if you could make an offering 
[suggested £1] for the Holy Water Bottles that really 
helps the Parish funds.  

 
CH___RCH  

MEANS NOTHING IF 
“U”  

ARE NOT IN IT 
Great to see you when you are here from time to time, 

but even better to see you regularly. 
 

The Community of our Catholic Church 
 needs a philosophy of ‘Can do!’  

‘Can’t do!’ won’t help! 
 

Do you feel part of our Parish?  
If you say you don’t, what can you do about that? 

 

What should we be trying to do?  
What are you good at doing?  

Everybody can do something however small!  
Example teaches others  

and the children learn too. 
 

Surely we don’t just want  
to leave it to others? 

 

There is joy in helping, as we all know! 
 

TIMES OF HOLY MASS & SERVICES 
Holy Mass: Monday @ 9.30am.  
Lectio Divina follows on if there are participants 
Holy Mass: Tuesday @ 9.30am.  
Holy Mass: Wednesday @ 9.30am. St Romuald,  
Holy Mass: Thursday @ 9.30am. St Alban 
Holy Mass:  Friday @ 9.30am St Aloysius Gonzaga 
followed by Adoration until 11.00am concluding with 
Benediction.   
WE PRAY FOR PRIESTS & RELIGIOUS AND FOR 
NEW  VOCATIONS  DURING  ADORATION 
BEFORE THE BESSED SACRAMENT ON FRIDAY 
MORNINGS AFTER HOLY MASS  
Holy Mass: Saturday @ 9.30am. Ss John Fisher & 
Thomas More 

Help @ Holy Mass: Have you ever thought about 
playing a part – with a little help in training as to how 
we do it - as Readers, Singers, and Altar Servers? Has a 
Parish Priest ever asked you to consider doing so? Let 
Fr Bill know. These tasks are not allotted as a reward 
for good service, but seek out those who are capable of 
serving in these roles in virtue of our Baptismal calling 
and their suitability to serve in that way.  

PRESBYTERY WINDOWS 

Fire engines and tenders at Ss Peter & Paul 
Presbytery on Thursday 30th May The Ascension 

caused some excitement and also concern when fumes 
from the work on the sewers on Entry Hill  invaded the 
presbytery! The health hazard concerned prompted the 
alert. The Fire Dept. urged opening the windows – no 
can do was the current reply and so they provided air 
sprays and the presbytery doors were kept open. 

Our ‘Window Fund’ so far has reached the overall 
total of £21,000. We still have some way to go but 
this is great even if slow progress. [Please 
consider Gift Aiding if you are a taxpayer so that 
you can enhance your donation if you are kind 
enough and able to do so. Envelopes in the porch 
for ad hoc donations]  More donations of various 
amounts still needed and for all this support very 
sincere thanks! We will get there hopefully. 

Since Father Bill, OSM arrived in 1999 the 
windows have been screwed down and can’t be 
opened because they do not stay in place. It is an 
obvious problem for many reasons including 
security, hot summers and needs to be remedied. 
The presbytery is a Grade II recently [i.e., just 
before Christmas 2016] re-listed building and so 
replacement and improvement has to be done to a 
certain standard.  We cannot complete the 
renewal of the windows in the Apostles’ Room until 
this task is addressed because you will remember 
that Bath Planners told us some years ago that the 
church comes under the purlieu of a Graded 
property and is under the same requirements. 
Parishioners who have had to engage in home 
improvements including big renovations and even 
replacements of windows will appreciate what is 
faced! Many thanks for lending a hand.  
 

The Petitions’ Book: If you wish, please enter 
your own special needs in the book which is 
brought to the altar during the Offertory procession 
and they are included in our prayers at Holy Mass.  
St Peregrine M., O.S.M.:  Names of those suffering 
from Cancer and other serious illnesses may be entered 
in the Blue St Peregrine Book on request. Please write 
the names of those for whom you seek intercession and 
pass to Father Bill M., O.S.M. for entry. 
 

    Points to Ponder 
“It certainly is a rare thing, my child, in a large 
community not to find someone who is a trial, but 
that so many are good is a great subject of 
consolation.” St Jane Frances de Chantal 
 

What counts can’t always be counted. 
What can be counted doesn’t always count. 

Attributed to Albert Einstein 
 

Many of us want to serve God – 
but too many want only 

to serve in an advisory capacity! 
 

 
 
 
 

Respect for the Blessed Sacrament reserved in 
the Tabernacle, reverent silence in the church, 
genuflection when moving past the Blessed 
Sacrament are good customs that certainly help 
oneself and others come to a richer understanding 
of the Real Presence of our Risen Lord. 

 

The value of Private Adoration  
after Holy Mass & at other times  
outside the times of Holy Mass. 

 

Sacramental Adoration, 
Time invested wisely. 

Slow calming of my soul; 
Precious inactivity 

Perspectives in my life, 
Batteries recharged. 
Meditating actively, 
Horizons enlarged. 

 

Our children need encouraging as we all stay 
together in the church throughout Holy Mass, so that 
they may learn from our example how to take part fully 
in the celebration in the way they can with our help.  

 

Children live what they learn and who but 
ourselves have the privilege to teach them? During 
the time of Holy Mass it is not really the place for 
computer games and gadgets. Parents and 
guardians are urged to encourage children to be 
involved in and enjoy the celebration of Holy Mass. 
 

Children at Holy Mass are a joy and we always 
want to encourage and congratulate all parents, 
who make the effort to get little ones ready and 
be here for the Sunday Liturgy in good time. The 
church here is child friendly and we thank God 
for the presence of the children. We know parents 
are doing their best to help the little ones learn to 
take part in the Mass.  
 

We know, too, that where possible you will try to 
assist others sharing the Mass by showing 
sensitivity to their need to hear and not be too 
distracted by difficult behaviour. Don’t be  
defeated and say better not to bring little ones. 
They will learn gradually how to attend and take 
part. The Glass walled Confession & 
Reconciliation Room used by the Altar Servers is 
available & at the disposal of parents during Holy 
Mass when a little one is upset or crying. Take 
them in there when a spot is needed for calming 
children at certain moments [switch on the lights 
& then carefully extinguish them when you leave 
the room – make sure to press button and not 
simply to slide which only dims and it is then still 
on]. One can hear the service through the speaker 
in the room.  
Greetings Cards in The Apostles' Room 
Handmade cards by Jane Eddison in the Repository and 
other Holy Mass cards from the Carmelite Nuns are 
available in our Repository. The cost of the cards 
remains at £1.50 each or as priced: all proceeds 
benefitting Parish funds and thanks to Jane.  

Jobs have a way of keeping on  coming up 
Always ask the Parish Priest about any problem 
you are experiencing since ultimately, he will be 
the one to have to deal with it or direct the 
appropriate person to try to resolve it. He needs to 
know what is being done or we might be at cross 
purposes. If we know in a reasonable way of a 
problem we can try to fix it, but we need to work 
together on these things. Many thanks. 

 

Care of the House of God. 
Like our own houses, it is a joy and a must to 
keep God’s house as it should be. Many thanks to 
all who are able and generous enough to play a 
part in the task of weekly cleaning and who come 
faithfully & regularly to care for our church and 
grounds. They often do tasks that go unnoticed - 
thanks to all who give time and energy. We can’t 
afford paid cleaners and so it is down to each one 
of us to pitch in and give a hand. It can even be 
fun and a way of getting to know others and 
becoming involved in an easy way. There are 
always a few jobs still needing to be done so 
please have a word with our Sacristan, Mrs 
Alison Kirkham who will tell you what has to be 
done and show you how things are organised. 
Cleaning & Flower arranging rotas are in the 
porch if you could give the time to help and play 
a part in this great service adopt a slot, please. 
 

Thanks to those who have been part of our 
cleaning efforts and please sign the YES LIST in 
the porch if you would like help- even if only one 
week in the year with arranging flowers. You can 
be shown how with others or you can just do it 
solo. 

THE TABERNACLE SANCTUARY LAMP  
this week and for the following week is burning 
before The Blessed Sacrament for the repose of 
the soul of Bridie Perry, RIP 
The PIETA LAMP [the image of Our Lady 
holding the dead Christ] is burning for the 
intentions of Dorothea and Eddie Saul & Family. 
 If you would like the Sanctuary Lamp to burn 
night and day before The Blessed Sacrament for 
yourself, for a loved one or a special intention 
please contact the sacristan with a written note 
stating the intention for inclusion in the bulletin 
AND Father Bill M., O.S.M. will ensure that is 
done  The suggested offering is £5.00. 
 
 
 

FINANCIAL MATTERS  
 

Thanks to all who seriously and generously play their 
part in funding the regular work of the Church here in 
our various needs and all other apostolates that go on 
from here and for keeping what you give under review 
and taking seriously the need to support weekly the 
parish through regular covenanted and gift aided 
contribution It is recognised that we need to strengthen 



this. We would be very much helped by seeing an 
increase in Gift Aided Offertory collections by those 
who didn’t realise this would help to achieve and 
ensure financial stability in the Church’s budgeting.  
 

There are three indicators of what it means to be 
an adult parishioner:- 

• I belong to the weekly gathering here for 
Sunday Holy Mass with co-parishioners or those 
who live within the parish boundaries. 
• I play a part in the Ss P & P Parish by being 
present regularly, sometimes doing a specific task  
such as cleaning, flower arranging, cake making, 
or taking part in one of the various parish groups 
meeting and serving communal needs. 
• I am part of the Parish Finance Plan (Gift Aid 
and planned Giving) & by Standing Order if at all 
possible for when absent or attending elsewhere 
that Sunday. 
 

Renewal of already Commissioned Ministers of 
Holy Communion, Commissioning of New 

Ministers and Re-commissioning and First 
Commissioning of Readers of the Word will 
hopefully take place soon along with a refresher 
session and a time of prayer together for all who 
serve in these roles. So many seem so busy and 
finding a time to suit is not easy.  
 

 

EVENTS AHEAD 
 
 

Friday, 21 June 2019: – St John’s School 
Summer Fete 6 -8pm   All welcome to support the 
School and its outreach into the Parishes of Bath. 
Saturday 22 June 2019 9.30am: Holy Mass will 
be offered here at the time of Shirley Need’s 
anniversary. Shirley’s own last words were “Thank 
you for all you have done and are to me.  My life has 
been so rich with all I have received” are a beautiful 
echo of the Magnificat of our Blessed Lady, to 
whom Shirley was so devoted. Bob Needs hopes 
to be with us. 
Saturday 22 June 2019 11.00am First 
Confession & Reconciliation with Kaitlyn, 
Annabel, Arthur and Bradley. 
Saturday 22 June 2019 6.00pm Renewal  of 
Marriage Vows during  Vigil Holy Mass on the 
30

th
 Anniversary of  The Wedding of Raymond 

and Frances Samuel. 
Sunday, 23

rd
 June 2019: Corpus Christi 

processions are being prepared at Downside 
Abbey and in the City of Bath and hopefully here 
at the end of Sunday morning Holy Mass and no 
doubt elsewhere too. A great witness to our 
Catholic Faith in the Real Presence of Our Lord in 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

For those unable to go to those, we hope 
to hold A SIMPLE PROCESSION HERE 
after the 10.00am celebration of Holy 
Mass with a CORPUS CHRISTI OUTDOOR 
PROCESSION AROUND THE CHURCH ON 
SUNDAY 23rd JUNE - THE DAY THE 
SOLEMNITY OCCURS.  Might be good to 
be together if possible at the one Sunday 
celebration & to take part in the 

procession. There will, however, still be 
the usual 6.00pm celebration of the Vigil 
Holy Mass for those whom it helps. 
CORPUS CHRISTI OUTDOOR PROCESSIONS 
at Downside and in the City – BOTH AT THE 
SAME TIME and at PPC after their morning Holy 
Mass.  
We have for years traditionally attended the 
Downside afternoon Procession and it is to be at 
2.-30pm from St Benet’s church start and to Abbey 
church for Vespers & Benediction. 
Bath Deanery Procession @ 2pm from St. John 
the Evangelist’s and back to Our Lady’s garden at 
3pm For Adoration  and Rosary.  
Jazz Musicians’ Night meets in the Apostles’ 
Room on First Wednesday of each month. Next 
one is scheduled for 3rd July. Feel welcome to 
come along to enjoy the Music and if you have a 
musician in your family invite and encourage them 
to come along to join in Music making.  £2 
Admission charge. Refreshments are available for 
donations. All welcome to come and enjoy the 
Music making.  
Thanks to the Jazz Group and helpers for the 
donations that come in from these enjoyable 
evenings. 
Great to have Nick Decesare back on top form 
after his recent stay in hospital. 

 Saturday 6th July Diocesan Day: A day for 
formation, prayer, reflection and 
conversation at St Brendan’s Sixth Form 
College, Bristol. The Bishop is encouraging 
all who can to participate. 
 

Sat 6th July: A DIOCESEAN DAY takes place at 
St Brendan’s College Bristol. The Diocese is 
looking for young people Year 10+ to be an  
important part of the team and says your task is to 
be the face of the diocese by introducing speakers 
& workshops, signposting people & making people 
welcome. Young people will also have the 
opportunity to take on the Climbing Wall & Archery 
range as part of the day! There will be a training 
day on Saturday 15th June 10am–3pm at St 
Brendan’s. If you & your friends would like to take 
part email youth@cliftondiocese.com & we’ll send 
more info.  
 

Retrouvaille offers help to  couples through difficult 
times in their marriages. No group therapy or 
group work. This programme is said to have  
helped 10s of 1000s of couples experiencing 
difficulties in their marriage. For confident al info 
about Retrouvaille’, or to register for the next 
programme with a residential weekend 7th – 9th 
June, 0788 7296983 or 0797 3380443 or email 
retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com or visit 
www.retrouvaille.org.uk  
 

Friday, 12 July 2019 - Leaving celebration for Mrs 
Sarah Hull who has given such wonderful service 
to our Catholic School, which serves Ss Peter & 
Paul Parish and many of our Children have been 
educated there and by Mrs Hull over the years. 
Her example of enthusiastic Catholic Faith has 

helped so many to grow in their Faith and discover 
the richness of Catholicism and practise of 
Catholic Faith.  Holy Mass will be offered for the 
intentions of Mrs Hull and her husband Dave by 
Priests and People of the Deanery of Bath at St 
Alphege’s Church alongside the school at 2pm 
followed by cake and a Ceilidh at the school. 
 

Sat 13 July at 12 noon:  
CELEBRATING MARRIAGE with Bishop Declan 
at Holy Mass in Clifton Cathedral as the gift of  
Marriage is celebrated. Please let Father Bill M., 
OSM know if you are celebrating a significant 
anniversary with the date.  
 

Sunday 14
th

 July Glastonbury Pilgrimage 2019 
This year we hope as every year that we can 
attend this pilgrimage as a Parish group.  PLEASE 

put the date in your diary now.  Bus has been 
booked and charge per person is £10.  20 
places.  The first pilgrimage to Glastonbury in 
modern times was in 1895 to celebrate the 
beatification of Abbot Richard Whiting, on the 
anniversary of his martyrdom 1539 when 
thousands of pilgrims from all over the country 
arrived by train and climbed the Tor where Holy 
Mass was celebrated. Pilgrimages took place after 
both World Wars by pilgrims in thanksgiving for 
their survival. 
 

Every year since the early 1950’s the Clifton 
Diocesan Glastonbury Pilgrimage has been held in 
Glastonbury, when the then Bishop of Clifton 
requested the Knights of St Columba to organize 
and run a diocesan pilgrimage. For many years 
groups from each of the Deaneries walked to 
Glastonbury carrying a very large wooden cross. 
 

ARE YOU AN UNATTACHED CATHOLIC seeking 
new friends or perhaps looking for someone 
special? Why not join the Catholic Unattached 
Directory? It is run by practising Catholics for 
practising Catholics. For free information pack ring 
01322 222213 or write to: The Catholic 
Unattached Directory FREEPOST (DT1153), 
Dartford DA1 2BR, or visit their web pages at 
www.cathud.com   
There are other organisations with the same idea. 
This one is recommended by those, including 
parishioners, who have found introductions that 
led to very happy outcomes. 
 
Sometimes people feel it is not for them to meet 
others in this way, but ask yourself in these times 
couldn’t our young people be helped to meet 
others with similar values and outlook on life and 
perhaps even a strongly shared faith or maybe 
somebody who will revive their own flagging faith 
by giving them support and even a strong lead?   

Catholic Singles is another organisation which 
helps single Catholics of all ages (over 18 years) 
meet other single Catholics, either one to one or 
through social events. They charge a small initial 
Admin fee. For further information visit 
www.catholicsingles.org.uk or tel. 0161 941 3498 
 

23 to 30 August 2019 LOURDES 

PILGRIMAGE For information please contact 
Lourdes@cliftondiocese.com  
 

The Clifton Diocese Summer Camps are now 
taking bookings for 2019. A residential week of 
outdoor activities, catechesis, faith development, 
friend-ship and much more, all for only £200 per 
child! For more information, please visit the Clifton 
Diocese website, or go to 
http://livingyourfaith.co.uk.  
Week 1 (ages 7-11): 12-16 August,  
Week 2 (ages 12-16): 19-23 August. 
A very worthwhile experience and highly 
recommended to all and especially to our children  
who are not attending Catholic schools as the time 
away with other young Catholics and committed 
Catholics who run the Weeks is very beneficial. 

18 to 20 October 2019 A Residential Vocations 
Discernment Retreat organised by Clifton Diocese 
and Downside Abbey will take place at Downside. 
The Retreat will be for both men and women 
between the ages of 18 and 35. Invited speakers 
will look at all vocations. Further information will 
follow, but if you would like to be added to the 
email contact list, please register with Rina 
rinabird@outlook.com 

25th to 27th October 2019 PILGRIMAGE TO 
Walsingham (Catholic National Shrine & 
Basilica of Our Lady) organised by ST 
ALPHEGE’S PARISH. 
Cost estimated to be somewhere in the region of 
£150 includes coach travel, full-board 
accommodation at The Dowry House. 
Departing Bath on the morning of Friday 25 
October and travelling to Walsingham (England’s 
Nazareth), making a stop for lunch (not 
included), arriving  at the Dowry House (With a 
Welcome Centre, Library, Reading Room, 
Cloister courtyard joining the chapel) for two 
nights full board accommodation. Please see web 
site for daily events. TO MAKE THIS TRIP 
VIABLE A GROUP OF 30 IS NEEDED. 12 
people have booked so far, so if you would like to 
attend please contact the St Alphege’s office on 
01225 332202 as soon as possible or on  
bath.stalphege@cliftondiocese.com 
The Dowry House Retreat is a new facility of the 
Catholic Basilica of Our Lady of Walsingham. 
Our Lady promised that Walsingham would 
become a refuge for “all who are in any way 
distressed, or in need… (they) that seek me there 
shall be given succour.” (Pynson Ballad) Today, 
Walsingham provides support for the pilgrim  
echoing the words of our Lord “Come to me, all 
you that are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls.” (Mt 11:28-29) Walsingham is a place 
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where pilgrims can be held by Mary and led by 
her to knowledge of the Father’s infinite love for 
each one of us. We are invited to bring our some-
what broken spirits to be healed by God through 
her intercession. 
The Shrine publicity says Dowry House Retreat 
Centre is a place for you to come and recharge 
your spiritual batteries, to attend one of the many  
formation courses being organised by the shrine 
or just to come away and rest a while with the 
Lord.. By discovering all that Walsingham has to 
offer for your spiritual journey may you want to 
come back again and again.  
Our little singers would make a wonderful 
mini-choir with a little encouragement. Please 
invite them to discover how they might help – the 
best encouragement is to show them how and to 
sit close to the Sanctuary where there are few 
distractions and no obstacles to their view so that 
they can see what is going on. There are so many 
gifts among us and we can’t afford not to use any 
of them! 
 

RECEPTION OF THE HOST: Some have 
noticed that there are different ways of receiving 
Holy Communion. Some genuflect or bow at the 
point immediately before receiving. Some receive 
in the hand and standing while others prefer to 
receive on the tongue and while kneeling. Some 
also to be consistent receive from the chalice 
kneeling. If the choice is to kneel then care should 
be taken so that others are safe and not caused to 
trip over. Intinction [i.e. dipping the Host into the 
Precious Blood] is not permitted by our Bishops of 
England and Wales. Drinking from the chalice is 
the fullness of the Sign and so if one is not able to 
do that, one correctly relies on receiving fully and 
entirely under the one kind. Whatever way of 
receiving is preferred; by now various choices are 
time-honoured ways of reception with reverence. 
Problematically a misunderstanding has crept in 
thinking that a preference for receiving on the 
tongue and kneeling might be identified with other 
views that are thought of as extreme and at 
variance with Church teaching about authority, 
which it is hopefully and not necessarily the case.  
The only thing that matters is that use of either 
way should promote the same reverence for what 
we receive in the Real Presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist believing, that the Body, Blood, Soul, 
and Divinity of Christ are present in the host. We 
never wear gloves or carry objects in our hand if 
receiving in that way. 
 

If you are holding a child in your arms or your  
hands are not free of walking sticks etc. then one 
should not and need not juggle the host in one’s 
hand when not able to make a throne but then 
might be a good occasion to receive on the 
tongue. It is at the choice of the communicant in 
whatever way the host is received but always  

there must be the underlying desire to express 
sincere belief in the reality of the Real Presence of 
Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

Holy Communion at a Catholic celebration is 
shared with those who are Catholics who are “in 
communion with” and united with the Pope in our 
belief in Catholic teaching about the Real 
Presence of our Lord’s Body & Blood in the 
Eucharist, which of course teaches us that as 
Catholics we truly believe He is really there under  
the form of Bread and Wine in what we explain as 
Transubstantiation. In all the Sacraments of which, 
for Catholics at least, there are seven, we meet 
Christ our Lord personally. 
 

The discipline on giving the Blessed 
Sacrament to Catholics alone at Holy Mass is 
never meant to shut others out but is to express 
how our Faith as Catholics unites us in one belief, 
and so until the day we are united in Faith we must 
suffer the sorrow of disunity. No pain, no gain as 
the saying goes. It wouldn’t be correct for us to 
share something so amazing with those who do 
not quite believe in what we hold as a truth of our 
Faith for what it truly is – the real presence of the 
Body & Blood of our Lord Jesus. Similarly, the 
Sacrament of Confession & Reconciliation is 
restricted to Catholics alone since for this too one 
must be in communion with the Pope, who urges 
us to follow his example and share in this 
Sacrament of Forgiveness regularly too, although 
this does not seem to be experienced by non-
Catholics and inactive Catholics as something for 
which they clamour quite so much nor of which 
they feel deprived. Food for thought? 
 

We must pray in God’s good time with the 
Lord’s help we will be enabled to gain the unity in 
Faith in Christ we all desire so that when we are 
able to share in the Holy Communion it will be 
because we share what Christ taught us through 
the Church He founded. Therefore, if you are not a 
Catholic and not “in communion” with Pope 
Francis or for any other reason are not able to 
receive Holy Communion, then please feel 
welcome and have courage to come as do many 
others, if you wish, to receive the Lord’s blessing, 
in the way that you are always able to do from the 
Priest presiding which here is usually Father Bill 
OSM  
 
 
 

CATHOLIC PRESS: Many things happen in the 
Catholic world about which we ought to be aware. 
Try to read the Catholic papers and learn what is 
happening. Try to be informed by those who often 
guide wisely so that we can speak up for others. 
 

HOSPITAL VISITS: Reminder  - If you or a 

relative is to be in Bath Clinic or St Martin’s Hospital 
please let Father Bill, O.S.M know their Ward and 
Room number if known to you either on 01225 832096 
(best time between 8.00am-9.00am) or e-mail: 
stspeterpaulbath@btinternet.com or  note through the 

presbytery door. Father Bill, O.S.M will always 

arrange for Anointing and for Holy Communion 
to be taken to those who wish to receive. 
If you or someone you know is in hospital or will be 
going into Royal United Hospital please let Father Bill 
O.S.M. know of any from our Parish or could they 
contact the RUH Ecumenical Chaplaincy Team  
directly on 01225 814039 or email: ruh-
tr.chaplaincy@nhs.net about people from elsewhere or  
notify Canon Ryan [Priest Chaplain at RUH] via St 
John the Evangelist’s if any patient is seriously ill and 
in need of Anointing of the Sick.  
Otherwise seek a priest where you are able. 
 
 

It is reported that Pope Francis has officially 
changed the wording of the Lord's Prayer, after 
claims that the translation was misleading. 
The pontiff first voiced his concerns about the 
wording in 2017, and called for the line "lead us 
not into temptation" to be altered to reflect that it is 
not God that tempts us to sin. He is reported as 
having sid to Italian journalists last year, he said 
that It is not a good translation because it speaks 
of a God who induces temptation. He is reported 
as saying "I am the one who falls. It's not him 
pushing me into temptation to then see how I have 
fallen." A father doesn't do that, a father helps you 
to get up immediately. It's Satan who leads us into 
temptation, that's his department." 
The line has now been re-written to say "do not let 
us fall into temptation", following approval by the 
General Assembly of the Episcopal Conference of 
Italy on 22nd May. 
The revised prayer will appear in the Italian third 
edition of the Messale Romano [The Roman 
Missal], the liturgical book that contains the 
guiding texts for Mass in the Roman Catholic 
Church. 
Anglican and other Protestant translations will not 
apparently be affected by this change, though 
there have already been alterations of the prayer 
before this by those traditions.. 
 

NO PRESSURE! 
A young doctor friend of our own Dr Joe 
Barron-Snowdon, James Keitley one of the junior 
doctors at RUH came on 9th June at Pentecost. 
He is engaged along with others in a global 
scientific study to do with monitoring population’s 
blood pressure and thanks the parishioners who 
usually come in for coffee after Holy Mass who 
had their blood pressure taken before they had 
their drink. 

 Please take great care to close all the glass 
doors within the church as gusts of window when 
outer doors are open could cause them to be 
blown violently shut and damage would then 
happen which would be considerable & 
dangerous. 
 

BATH LIFE HOUSE needs a voluntary FUND 
RAISER and voluntary CARE ASSISTANTS to 
help mums with young babies achieve 
independent living.  Please contact Lucie Scurlock 
on 07767475772. 
 

Catholics know they have the duty to get ready  
or at least should have prepared to receive 
worthily by going to Confession in this Year of 
Prayer as Pope Francis has asked. So, if you 
have been absent from Holy Mass often without 
good cause or just been careless about taking part 
or if one’s life has fallen short of the values by 
which we should live, then we must fast from the 
Eucharist until we have put that right by sharing in 
the Sacrament of Confession and Reconciliation. 
Please explain this to your Christian friends and to 
those in your families who might no longer 
understand this – especially our young people who 
might never have been told it. Putting things right 
is so beautiful and easy to do when we see it also 
as an encounter  with Our Lord in Confession. In 
the meantime, always feel able to come forward to 
receive a blessing to strengthen you and to help 
you put things right so that you may once again 
receive worthily. We have the target of Trinity 
Sunday to fulfil our Easter Duty of being 
Reconciled and receiving Holy Communion at 
least once a year. 
 

At Adoration on a Friday here we have long 
seen it as a Pause for Prayer for Vocations 
 

Saint James the Great, the Apostle, must have 
been a man of great prayer since his knees 
became like those of a camel!  
 

Some of us can’t even get down on ours! 
Some of us won’t give time to pray, thinking it 
won’t make a difference. 
Surely we can’t just leave it to others? 
 

How in these circumstances to pray well?  
 

The answer is, Pray often, in season and out of 
season, against yourself, in spite of yourself. 
There is no other way. When shall we all realize 
the power for good that prayer, constant, 
unflagging prayer, puts into our hands?  
 

Did it ever strike you that when our Lord pointed 
out the “fields white for the harvest”, He did not 
urge His Apostle just to go and reap it themselves 
alone, but to pray for others to come?  
 

This doesn’t mean that we don’t work ourselves, or 
use our human talents, but that there is no other 
way for us to be successful in using these gifts 
than to pray and beg for God’s grace. 
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God’s time: Here we are, already in the month 
of June and reaching the middle of this year 
2019. How quickly our time is running. The 
Roman poet Virgil said (70-19 BC). "Tempus 
fugit, sicut nubes, sicut naves, velut umbra" 
(time flies, like clouds, like ships, like 
shadows). That is why we must take full 
advantage of it, "carpe diem" (take advantage 
of the day) and do it intensely.  
One has to live it not only as "chronos", as 
time, but as a true Kairos, that is, as the 
opportune time, the time of God, the time of 
Christ the Lord. Hopefully we can always 
experience how our lifetime is in the hands of 
God, that what we do is in the hands of God, 
that what we want is in the hands of God. 
Indeed, all our time is in the hands of God. So 
let us live our time with joy and with faith, with 
generosity and hope. In our life and our time 
let us not give way to accidie, to spiritual 
laziness, to lukewarmness, to sadness, to 
bitterness or to useless leisure. All this is 
opposed to the Time of the Lord, to the grace 
of the Lord, to the love of the Lord, to the 
tenderness of the Lord. Let us be brave, then, 
knowing that our time is the Lord’s time. 


